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How was this dataset constructed? 
 
Observations in this dataset correspond to the data published by Herrendorf, 
Rogerson, and Valentinyi (2014), except in some cases where we have updated 
observation using new releases of the same underlying data sources. 
 
The most important update corresponds to the 2015 release of the Groningen Growth 
and Development Centre’s (GGDC) 10-sector database. However, some other 
country-specific updates were also considered (e.g. US data published by the Bureau 
of Economic Analysis). 
 
Below we describe sources and updates, country by country. 
 
Before continuing, it is important to make a general remark: we have not updated 
observations that use as source the 2009 release of EU KLEMS. This is because, after 
2012, newer vintages of EU KLEMS use a different methodology.  
 
How are the variables defined? 
 
The key variables in this dataset are (i) Value added shares of economic sectors, at 
current prices; and (ii) Number of people employed  by economic sector.  
 
The definitions of these variables follow those from Herrendorf, Rogerson, and 
Valentinyi (2014). Accordingly, economic activities have been classified into sectors 
according to three categories: agriculture, industry, and services. Note that, following 
Herrendorf, Rogerson and Valentinyi, we have included the utilities sector within 
services, and not within industry as is more commonly done. 
 
What are the exact sources, country by country? 
 
Belgium:  
Same as Herrendorf, Rogerson, and Valentinyi (2014). 
 
Spain: 
Same as Herrendorf, Rogerson, and Valentinyi (2014), except for value added data 
from 1970 onwards, which was updated with the 2015 vintage of the GGDC 10-sector 
database. 
 
Finland: 
Same as Herrendorf, Rogerson, and Valentinyi (2014). However, we excluded value 
added observations for 1917-1920 and 1945-1946 due to negative values for services. 
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France: 
Same as Herrendorf, Rogerson, and Valentinyi (2014), except for value added data 
from 1970 onwards, which was updated with the 2015 vintage of the GGDC 10-sector 
database.  
 
Also, we dropped the French value added observations for 1937, since the original 
data in Herrendorf, Rogerson, and Valentinyi (2014) had (what clearly seems) a typo. 
Judging by the trends, the typo in the original data comes from a misplaced digit. 
 
Japan: 
Same as Herrendorf, Rogerson, and Valentinyi (2014), except for (i) value added data 
from 1953 onwards, which was updated with the 2015 vintage of the GGDC 10-sector 
database; and (ii) employment data from 1953 onwards, which was also updated with 
the 2015 vintage of the GGDC 10-sector database.  
 
Korea: 
Same as Herrendorf, Rogerson, and Valentinyi (2014), except for (i) value added data 
from 1953 onwards, which was updated with the 2015 vintage of the GGDC 10-sector 
database; and (ii) employment data from 1963 onwards, which was also updated with 
the 2015 vintage of the GGDC 10-sector database.  
 
Netherlands: 
Same as Herrendorf, Rogerson, and Valentinyi (2014), except for (i) value added data 
from 1970 onwards, which was updated with the 2015 vintage of the GGDC 10-sector 
database; and (ii) employment data for 1949, and for 1960 onwards, which was also 
updated with the 2015 vintage of the GGDC 10-sector database.  
 
Sweden: 
Krantz and Schon’s Swedish Historical National Accounts. This is a complete update 
with respect to the same source used in Herrendorf, Rogerson, and Valentinyi (2014). 
 
United Kingdom: 
Same as Herrendorf, Rogerson, and Valentinyi (2014), except for (i) value added data 
from 1960 onwards, which was updated with the 2015 vintage of the GGDC 10-sector 
database; and (ii) employment data from 1948 onwards, which was also updated with 
the 2015 vintage of the GGDC 10-sector database.  
 
United States: 
We updated value added data from 1947-2016 with the latest version of Bureau of 
Economic Analysis data.  
 
And we also updated employment data for all sectors from 2008-2015 with the latest 
version of Bureau of Economic Analysis data, last revised on the 6th of August 2015. 1 
 

																																																								
1 Service employment data was updated with the same source for the period 2001-
2015. 
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We dropped employment data for 1800, 1810, 1820 and 1830 from the original 
dataset, as there was no data for services or manufacturing.  
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Bureau of Economic Analysis: National Data 
 
Bureau of Economic Analysis: Industry Data 
 
 
 
Links: 
 
Herrendorf, Rogerson and Valentinyi data: 
https://sites.google.com/site/valentinyiakos/Home/papers/handbook  
 
Groningen Growth and Development Centre 10-Sector Database: 
http://www.rug.nl/ggdc/productivity/10-sector/  
 
Swedish Historical National Accounts:                              
https://www.ekh.lu.se/en/research/economic-history-data/shna  
 
Bureau of Economic Analysis value added by industry data: 
https://www.bea.gov/iTable/iTable.cfm?ReqID=51&step=1#reqid=51&step=2&isuri
=1  
 
Bureau of Economic Analysis employment (persons engaged in production) data: 
https://www.bea.gov/iTable/iTable.cfm?ReqID=9&step=1#reqid=9&step=1&isuri=1 
– Tables 6.8A, 6.8B, 6.8C, and 6.8D. 
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